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BACKGROUND | FIC the Kids' Version! |
Cats were domesticabed sometime betweean 4,000 and 8,000
years ago, in Africa and the Middic East. Small wild cats
started hanging out where humans stored their grain. When
humans saw cats up close and personal, they began to
admire felines for their beauty and grace.

There are many different breeds of cats--from the hairless
Sphynx and the fuffy Persian o the silvery spotied Egyplian
mau. But the most popular felines of all are
nan-pedigres—that includes brown tabbies, black-and-orange
tortoiseshells, all-black cats with long hair, striped cats with
white socks and everything In betwean.

COST

When you first get your cat, vou'll need to spend about $25
far a litber box, $10 for & collar, and $30 for a carrier. Food
runs about $170 a year, plus $50 annually for toys and
treals, $175 annwally for lither and an average of $150 for
veterinary cang every year. The best place to get a cat? Your
local shelter! Mease visit our shelber dicectary to find shelters
and resous gQroups in your area.

Hobe: Make sure you have all your supplies (soe our
checklist) before you bring your new pet home.
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Fesding

= Ar sdult cal should b fed ane large or twe or theee smaller
meals each day.

= Kittens from & to 12 wesks must eat fawr times a day.

= Kithend from three 10 Six manths reed 15 e fed three Girmaes
& day.

You can gither feed specific meals, Ehrowing away any
legwir canmid foad after 30 minuted, oF keep dry feod
available at all times. We recommend a high-guality,
brand-namg Kttern or cat food; avedd generic brands, You will
need bo pravide fresh, clesn waber ot all imes, snd wash snd
refill water bowls daily.

Alhaugh cat owrars of ld wore teld 0o give thair pets a
saucer of milk, cats do not easily digest cow's milk, which
can cause diarrhea in kitens and cats. Treats are yummy for
cats, buk den't go ovarboard, Most packaged IMeats contain
lets af sugar and Tat, which can pack on the pounds. Some
cats like fresh fruits and vegetables, like brocooli, corn or
cantalzups. You can offer these once in awhile.

If your kitten is refusing focd ar iEnt eating enough, bry
soaking her kitten food in warm water. If that doesnt work,
kithame can e fed human baby food for & shert tima. Ve
turkey or chicken baby focd made for children sis maonths
and older. Gradually mis with her regular food.

Graaming

Most cats stay relatively clean and rarely need a bath, but
you should brush or comib your cat regularty. Frequent
Brushing felps kKidp your Cal's coat clean, reduces e
amount af shedding and cuts down on the inckdence of
Fiairbals.
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- The average cat has a
“wacabulary™ of mosg
thar 16 differenk
sounds, ncluding
puarring, howviling, hissing
s happy meawing.

= Crazy kitty! Hore than
50 percenk af falires go
wild wabier they smell
catnip.

= Lickety split: A cat's
tongue has lots of tny
spines that help pick up
dirt freim hir fur whein
grooming.

= The avErage ifespan
all an indoar <at 9 13 to
17 years—and we've
Emown lots of kitties
who've made it kg
20-plus!

= For informatsomn cn cat
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Handling

To pick up your cat, place ars hard bakind the front lege and
Enethir undir tha hindguarters, L gently, Novar pick upa
eat by the serulf of the neck or by the front begs.

Hausing

Your pab ghould have her cwn cloan, dey place in your home
i ghpap and resk, Lire your ¢at's Bed with o 28, warm
Blankat or towel. Be sure to waih the Bedding often, Plepse
keep your cat indeors, Cats whe are allowed outdoors can
conbract diseases, get ticks or parasites, became lost or get
hit by & car, or get into fights. with ather free-roaming cats
and dogs. Also, cats may prey on native wildife,

Tdentificakion

1f allowed cutdoors (again, we caulion sgainst &), your cat
must wear a safety collar and an [0 tag. A safety collar with
an elastic panel will allow youwr cat to break loose if the collar
gets caught on something. &nd if your pet is indoors-only, an
1D tag or an implanted microchip can help insure that your
cat s returned if he or she becomes lost.

Litter Box

&l indoor cats nesed a lgter box, which should be placed ina
quiet, accessible location. A bathroom or wility reom is a
good place for wour cat's bow. In & multi-level home, one bowx
per floor is recommended. Avold moving the box unless
absolutely necessary. Then do so sbowly, a few inches a day.

Eeep in mind that cais won't use & messy, smelly ber box,
50 scoop solid wastes out of the box ab least once a day.
Cump gverything, wash with a mild detergent and refill at
beast onoe & week; you can do this less freguently if using
clsmping liter. Dan't use ammenia, decdorsnts oF SOENEE,
epacially lamen, when claaning the lider box.

especally for kids,
check out A5PCA
Animalandg.

Thie Bo-No List

Do not feed your cat the
fallowing:

- fikcoholic beverages

- Chocolate

- Coffes

- Grapes & raisins

- Moldy or spolled focd
= Ondons, garlic B chives
= Poulry baones

= Salt & salty foods

= Tomaty leaves, sbems
B unripe frut

= Yaast dough

ASPCA Position

The: AGPCA supports
migrachip identification
ol companisn animaks.
This ASPCA alia
SuUpports tha
devalepmant of &
eoordinated elfart to
Irangiticn tha Usited
States 15 &n
1S0-campliant syitem,
Learn Morg: Microchios

= [§



BEHAVIOR INFORMATION

Play

Cats delight in stalking imaginary préy. The best bays are
those that can be made to jump and dance arcund and lpok
alive, Your catb can safely act aut her role as a predator by
pouncing en toys instead of people's ankles, Please don't use
your hands or fingers as play objects with kittens. This type
of rough play may cause biting and scratching behawiors to
develop as your kitden matures,

Scratching

Cats need to scratch! When a cat scratches, the old auter nail
sheath is pulled off and the sharp, smesth Claws underneath
are exposed. Culting your cat’s nails every bwo to thres
wenks will keep them relatively blunt and less ikely to harm
the arms of bath hurmans and furniture.

Prowide your cat with a sturdy scratching post, at least three
feet high, which will allgw her to stretch completely whaen
scratching. The post should also be stable enough that it
won't wobble during use, and should be covered with rough
material such as sisal, burlap or tree bark. Many cats also
like scratching pads. A sprinkle of catnip ance or twice a
manth will keep your cat interested in her post or pad,

HEALTH

Your cak should see the veberinarian at least once a year far
an examination and annual shats, and immediately if she is
sick or injured.




Ear Mibes

ThiEse tiny parasites are & comman problem that can be
transmitted from Cak to cat, 17 your Cak is constanily
scratching at his ears or shaking his head, he may be
infested with ear mites. You will need to call your vak, as
your cat's gars will need to be thorowghly cleaned before
medication is dispensed.

Faline Uralagical Syndroma (FUS)

Both males and fermales can develop thes lower ursnary
inflammation, also callpd Feline Lower rinpry Tract Decoass
(FLUTE). Signg of FUS include frequent trips to the liter box,
blocd in the wine and crying out or straining when urinating.
If your male cat lppks “constipated,” he may have a urethral
obstruction ard can't urinate. This can be fatal if not treated
quickly. Urethral blockages are rare in females. About five
percent of cats are affected with FUS. Special diets may help
prevent Ehis condition.

Fleas mnd Ticks

Flea infestation should be taken seripusly. These tiny
parasites feed off of your pet, transmit tapeworms and
irritate the skin. Carefully check your cat once a week for
fleas and ticks. [f there are fleas on yvour cak, there will be
fleas in your house. You may need bo use flaa bombs or
premise-contrel sprays, and be sure to treat sl anemals in
wour ouse, Take care that any fprayve, powders or
shampaons you use are sale for cats, and that all produects
arg compatibhe when used egather. Cals die avery yoar
fram Fmproper treatment with flea and Gick contral products,
Flease contact your vetarinarian for the most effective flea
cantrel program for your pet.




Medicines and Polsons

Hever give your cat medication that has not been prescribed
by a veterinarian, For example, did you know that
acetominephin and aspirin can be FATAL to a cak?! Keep rak
poison or other rodenticides away from your cat. If you
suspect that vour animal has ingested a poisonous
substance, call your veterinarian or the ASPCA Animal Poison
Contrgl Canter for 24-hour animal poison information at
(BEE) 426- 4435,

Spaying and Neutering

Female cats should be spayed and male cats neutered by six
manths af age. Neutering & male (removing the testicles) can
prevent uring spraying, decrease the urge to escape outside
and boak for & mate, and reduce Gghting betwesn males.
Spaying a female (remeving the govaries and uterus) helps
prevent breast cancer, which is usually fatal, and pyormetra
{uterus infection), a very serious problem in older females
that musk be treabed with surgery and intensive medical
care. Since cats can breed up to three times per year, it i
wital that your female feling be spayed to prevent har from
having unwanted litbers,




FEROOINALONE

* Kittens should be vaccinated with a combination vaccing
[called & 3 in 1%) at &, 3 and 4 months of age, and then
anngally. Thig wacing protects cats fram panlukopania
[akso called feling distemper), calicivirus and rhinotracheitis.
IT o have an urvsccinabed cat older than four menths of
age, he will need a series of two vaccinations given 2 to 3
witk ks apart, fallewad by yearly vaccinatiams,

* There is a vaccing available for feling leukemia virus
[(FelV). This is one of the tBwo immune System viruses
(retrowiruses) that infect cats, The other & feling
immunodeficiency virues (FIV). There is no vaccine available
for FIV. Cats can be infected with gither virus for months,
even years, without any indication that they are carrying a
Tatal virus. Al cats should b testod for thase viRuses,

Fel¥ and FIV can be transmétted at birth from the mother or
thraugh the bite of an infected cat. Meither vires can infect
humans. Many cutdoor and stray cats and kittens carry this
infection. Because of the fatal matwre of these disesses, you
should not exposs cats already living in your home by taking
in untested cats or kittens. To be safe, keap your cat
indoars=hut if your cat does go cutside, he should be
wvaccinated against the feline beukemia wirus. Remember, no
vaCcing i 100-parcant effeclive.

Rabies waccination s required by law in most areas of the
counkry. Ask your veterimarian if you are unsure of the laws
in your area.

Please note, if your companion cat gets sick because he is

nat properly wadcinated, the vaccinations shauld be given
after your pet has recovered.
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Waorms

Kittens and cats can be infected with several types of worms.
The key o reatment s correct diagnesis. This will ensure
that the medication is effective against the parasite your pet
has. A dewormer that gliminates roundwarms, for example,
will not kil tapeworms. Your veterinarian can best determine
the culprit—and prescribe the appropriate medication.

CAT SUPPLY CHECKLIST

= Premium-brand cat food

= Fosod dish

- Water bawl

= Interactve oys

- Bruzh

- Comb

= Safety cat collar with 1D tag

- Serabehing pest or seratching pad
= Litter box

= Litber

- Cat carrier

= Cat bed or bex with warm klanket or towel
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